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precaution would be taken, the stomach kept reason-

ably empty, the recumbent position at once assumed
and maintained, medicines taken, &c., but on every occasion
without exception the journey was rendered miserable to all
and she herself was upset for several days. This year I pro-
vided her with chloretone in capsules, of which she took two
five-grain doses before starting. For the first time in her
experience the journey was performed quite comfortably,
and this although the distance was considerably longer than
had hitherto been attempted. On the return journey a
similar dose produced equally happy results. I have always
assumed that the action of chloretone in checking sickness
is due to its anaesthetic effect on the mucous membrane of
the stomach which soothes and lessens reflex irritability.

I am, Sirs, yours faithfully, 
--

CAMERON KIDD.

To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,-Mr. J. Dunlop asks in THE LANCET of Jan. 23rd
p. 253, for your readers’ experience of chloretone. I advised
a lady who is always, whatever the weather, miserably sick
on crossing the Channel to try the effects of a dose of ten
grains. She tells me that the result was perfect both on
going and returning. In another case of a patient, 40 years
old, with mitral disease and a bad stomach a state of nausea
was caused by the withdrawal of morphia to which he had
been accustomed for four years. Thanks to chloretone this
symptom was relieved entirely and the only (and what
appeared at the time a serious) obstacle to the successful
suppression of the morphia removed. When, with a view to
morphia weaning, the alkaloid is decreased gradually accord-
ing to my plan, there is not as a rule any trouble of this
kind, but in the case of a patient with a bad stomach in
whom such a symptom does occur I do not think anything,
that is in these circumstances allowable, is as likely to be as
efficacious as chloretone.

I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,
OSCAR JENNINGS.

A DISCLAIMER.
To the -Editors of THE LANCET. :

SIRS,-My attention has been drawn to the report off
a case in the Daily Telegraph of Tuesday, Jan. 26th, in
which, during his cross-examination, the plaintiff, Dr.
Williamson, stated that my fee for the removal of enlarged
tonsils and adenoid growths of the naso-pharynx was 25
guineas. May I be allowed to state that I have never asked
for, nor received, so large a fee for that operation ? I regret
that such a statement should have been made without my
knowledge or consent.-I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,

HERBERT TILLEY, F.R.C.S. Eng.

(1) WHAT IS VERONAL? (2) THE DANGERS
OF TABLETS.

To the Editors of THE LANCET. 1
SIRS,-An article entitled A Case of Veronal Poisoning" 

appears in THE LANCET of Jan. 23rd, p. 223. The writer 
inquires as to the nature of this new hypnotic. It was 
introduced only a few months ago and is di-ethyl-malonyl- ’
nrea. Its chemical formula is CgH12N2&ucirc;a’ The dose is from 
five to 15 grains, but personally I have found ten grains a
sufficiently large dose in those cases in which I have pre-
scribed it. The literature of the drug is as yet somewhat
scanty, but the article by Berent in the Therapeutische
Monatshefte for June, 1903, and that by Trautmann in the
Therapie der Gegenwart, 1903, No. 10, are well worth
perusal. Apparently the patient referred to had taken an
overdose, hence the disastrous results. All hypnotics are

dangerous and medical men cannot be too careful in pre-
scribing them for their patients, and no druggist should
repeat such prescriptions unless with the consent of the
prescriber.
The article entitled " A Case of Acute Sulphonal Poison-

ing recalls to my mind a letter which I wrote you some
time ago, and which you were good enough to publish, on
the dangers of tabloids or tablets, which you will. Mr.
Hind tells how the patient under his care took three bottles

of sulphonal tablets. This form of medication, as I have
again and again pointed out, enables patients to prescribe
for themselves. Why the profession is not alive to this fact
I cannot tell. Surely it is an easy matter to prescribe
powders, pills, or cachets. Or do they imagine that the
druggist is unable to dispense prescriptions ? 2 Very soon,
indeed, the druggist will be unable to do so simply from
want of practice. We are yearly degenerating so far as
the art of prescription writing is concerned. It is rapidly
becoming a lost art and the reason is that we trust more
and more to the manufacturing chemist rather than take the
trouble to master the contents of the British Pharmacopoeia.
We are simply playing into the hands of those who care
little whether their wares are advertised to the public or to
the profession so long as they obtain a world-wide market.
Even many of those houses which state that they do not
advertise to the public do so by means of show-cases placed
in a conspicuous position in druggists’ shops.

Assuredly, medical men are fools not to see through all
this gelatin coating. The genuine article is beneath it but
the covering is so suited to their tastes that they reck little
of the rest. If we would be richer in pocket and loftier in
tone as a profession we must first sweep away all this

trumpery and get back to the old-time powders and pills
which, after all, are much more valued by the public than
tons of tablets and elegant elixirs.

- _- I am, Sirs, yours faithfully, ----.--
JAMES BURNET.

DEATH AND SUDDEN DEATH.
To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,-May I be allowed, on behalf of Dr. Brouardel and
for the sake of accuracy and justice, to make a slight correc-
tion in the leading article on ’’ The Death of Miss Hickman 

"

which appeared in THE LANCET of Nov. 21st, 1903, p. 1443.
You write : "The remains had evidently not been disturbed
saved by marauding rodents and the agents of putrefaction
which Brouardel has so aptly termed the labourers of
death."’ " The authorship of the term labourers of death 

"

(" travailleurs de la mort ") is really due to the distinguished
entomologist M. P. Megnin. Dr. Brouardel quotes and
adopts the expression in his work Death and Sudden
Death," translated by myself, and acknowledges M.
Megnin’s claim in the following words (second edition,
p. 75) : "The observations of M. Megnin, who has carefully
studied the insects which prey on dead bodies and which he
has picturesquely styled the labourers of death,"’ &c.
The term is to be found in M. M6gnin’s work, "La Faune
des Cadavres," from which the account of the processes of
decomposition by insects in " Death and Sudden Death " is
drawn.-I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,

F. LUCAS BENHAM, M.D., M.R.C.P. Lond.

A REPUDIATION

To the Editors of THE LANCET.
SIRS,-Our attention has been called to a report of police-

court proceedings under the Merchandise Marks Act in

respect of adulterated soda crystals supplied by a Messrs.
Burgoyne and Co., and as we are commonly known in the
trade and medical profession as Burgoyne and Co. we ask
the favour of your kindly inserting this letter disclaiming
any connexion with the house or proceedings in question.
Thanking you in anticipation of your compliance with this
request, We are, Sirs, yours faithfully,

BURGOYNE, BURBIDGES, AND CO.

NOTES FROM INDIA.
(FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT.)

S’anitary Neglect by Municipalities in Bengal : Further
Supersession. - The Mulkorval Disaster. - The Plague
Epidemic.
THE municipal commissioners of Nadia having madepersistent default with regard to the sanitation of the townhave been declared incompetent to perform their duties and

have been superseded. This is the second case within a
few months. It appears that there are no less than 825
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well privies within the limits of the town and in consequence
of this method of disposal of the excreta the water-supply
is excessively polluted. Repeated inspections, reports, and
admonitions failed to induce the commissioners to make any
improvement. A serious condition exists in the low level of
the town, causing it at times to be inundated. The taxation
of the town is ridiculously low, being only about 7&frac12;d per
head, and the people are well able to bear the additional
tax which will now be imposed. There is no analysis given
showing the exact state of the water, but it is reported as
"so polluted as to be unfit for human consumption." 

" The

mortality of the town has been increasing year by year-viz.,
from 25-4 per 1000 in 1899 to 42-55 per 1000 in 1902 The
so-called well privies are nothing less than holes dug in
the ground and being so numerous it can readily be
understood how polluted the soil must be. Moreover, as
wells exist for the supply of water within the town area
the danger is constant, especially as the soil is of sand.

Being a place of pilgrimage also a severe outbreak of cholera
might develop at any time. These evils have existed for
several years and it is a question whether the Government is
not to blame for allowing such a scandal to continue so long.
This case is another instance showing that the natives of
India are totally unfitted for sanitary administration.
At last some negative information about the Mulkowal

disaster has been given. The medical officer who inocu-
lated the villagers of Mulkowal with the antiplague serum
has been granted a certificate to the effect that he is
exonerated from blame in connexion with the accident in
November, 1902. It will be remembered that 19 persons
died from tetanus following plague inoculation. The real
facts of the disaster are still suppressed and consequently
distrust is widespread and the benefits of inoculation cannot
be urged until confidence is restored. At the time of the

appointment of the commission of inquiry I expressed
doubts as to its fitness, but whatever its report more harm
has probably been done by suppressing it than would have
occurred by making public its conclusions.
The plague mortality throughout India has had a tem-

porary decline, 15,606 deaths being recorded for the week
ending Dec. 26th. 1903, as against 17,304 for the preceding
seven davs. The decline appears to be entirely in the

Bombay Presidency, as the other provinces ehow but little
change. The figures for the week are : Bombay districts,
5656, as against 7579 ; United Provinces. 2522. against
2504 ; Central Provinces, 1547, against 1687 ; Bengal, 1377,
against 1039; the Punjab, 1049, against 1066 ; Central
India. 1176, against 1175 ; and Bombay city, 65, against 57.
Although plague has been quiescent in Bombay city andrife in the Mofussil the Government still persists in con-
fining its plague inspections to railway passengers leaving
the city and to persons leaving the city by the coast
steamers, while those arriving from infected areas are

permitted to enter the city unchallenged. This very act
shows the inefficiency of railway inspection, because, not-

withstanding the virulence of plague in the districts, Bombay
city has been quiescent as regards plague for over six
months.
Jan. 9th. 

____________________

IRISH UNIVERSITY EDUCATION.

(FROM A CORRESPONDENT.)

THERE is no question which is exciting greater attention
in Ireland at present than the extremely thorny problem of
the settlement of university education ; and, unfortunately,
political and sectarian feeling has entered so largely into the
discussion that it is well-nigh impossible to touch the subject
in a journal which is concerned with the matter simply in its
bearings on the medical profession.
Every true frishman, irrespectively of his religion or

politics, must admit that the present position of educational
matters in his native country is indeed intolerable, if for no
other reason than for the great uncertainty on two points :
(1) Is fresh legislation on Irish university education about
to be introduced ? and (2) In what direction is this new
legislation to go ? We have had a Royal Commission on
University Education in Ireland giving us several volumes
full of contradictory evidence and with many suggested
schemes all illustrating the truth of the proverb, 1, Tot
homines, quot sententi&aelig;." Then quite recently, as reported
in THE LANCET, we have had rumours of a scheme to settle

everything by the creation of a national university with three
autonomous and coordinated colleges, a plan put forward
first by Sir Antony MacDonnell, the Irish Under Secretary,
and afterwards by Lord Dunraven. Indeed, almost every
week the press gives us details of various schemes which are
to bring peace and contentment to Ireland.
As a natural result of all this utter uncertainty many

Irishmen are at present sending their sons outside that

country to be educated. We know of numbers of young
men who have of late gone to Oxford and Cambridge and,
from a purely professional point of view, it is a remarkable
fact that in the year 1903 there were attending the Uni-
versity of Edinburgh 677 students of medicine and of these-
118 were from Ireland. If to this number we add those
who attended the extramural medical schools in that city
as well as those who stopped at Glasgow, it is probable-
that from 150 to 200 students went from Ireland to
Scotland to pursue their medical studies, a proportion
altogether unknown a few years ago. So long as the
present state of affairs exists this, I fear, will continue
unless statesmen will say definitely that they will make
some changes in Irish university education or they will not.
Constantly to be leading people to expect legislative measures
is a profound mistake and a sign of very feeble statesman-
ship if really nothing is meant in the end to be done. In
attempting to give any country a new measure of university
education three factors naturally suggest themselves : (1)
The projected legislation should strictly follow academic
lines ; (2) it should aim at satisfying all sections of the-
people who demand higher education ; and (3) it should
possess the elements of finality.
Can any such scheme be put forward for Ireland? I I

fear many will say that Irish university education is a
Chinese puzzle and that its solution passes the wit of man. A.
statesman in dealing with such a question, so full of inherent
difficulties, might ponder over several solutions. First, he
might attempt a scheme of united education but un-

fortunately it is impossible in Ireland, as even in such a
field as secular education people will not unite. He might,
however, persevere with the scheme in the hope that with
mutual toleration matters in the end would come right.
Secondly, he might grant sectarian education that is like
Mr. Balfour’s proposal-have three universities, one for
Roman Catholics, one for Episcopalians (Trinity College),
and a third for Presbyterians-or he might advise that
there should be only two universities, one for Irish

Roman Catholics and the other for Irish Protestants,

the latter being Trinity College, Queen’s College, Belfast,
and other affiliated institutions. Or, thirdly, in despair thestatesman after full inquiry might decide to leave matters
in statu quo and to do nothing. This apparently is what is
about to take place at present, for at a meeting held in
Belfast on Jan. 22nd the Marquis of Londonderry, who
presided, said : "There is no question whatever of the
creation of a Roman Catholic university. Let me say once
and for all-and you may take it from me-that during the
existence of the present Government there will be no

question whatever of the creation or foundation of a Roman
Catholic university." This is the last official pronouncement
on this question by a member of the Cabinet. It does not,
however, preclude Lord Dunraven’s scheme being brought
forward either by the Government or by a private Member.

BIRMINGHAM.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

I 

Degeneration of the National Physique.
IT is the custom for the lecturer on hygiene at the

Midland Institute to deliver twice in each year a public
lecture on some matter connected with the laws of health.
The present lecturer is Mr. William Wright who is also
a lecturer in the anatomical department of the University,
and the subject of his -recent popular lecture was that
mentioned above. Mr. Wright advocated the formation of
boys’ brigades and cadet corps and also suggested that the
German plan of allowing ten minutes or a quarter of an
hour’s play to every hour’s work in school was one which
might with advantage be imitated.

Health of the City.
It is also a custom for the chairman of the health com-

mittee to preside at these lectures and to make a statement


